
        November 2019

Dear Pine Islanders,

I have perhaps two more trips to the island this fall before we pull out the last boat and the last dock. All but the 
oak leaves have fallen, and some recent gray, windy, wet weather and the 4:30 sunsets (a full hour and a half before 
dinner during the summer!) have reminded me that there really is an end to the season. With Director Sumner 
Ford taking the lead on running the camp this summer, and out on the road meeting with new families this fall, 
I have been able to spend much of my time taking a deeper look at the physical infrastructure that is essential to 
life on Pine Island, and to organize contractors, counselors, and more than thirty volunteers to do repairs and 
improvements this fall. The results have been wonderful, and I am reassured that Pine Island’s boats, buildings,  
and grounds are getting and will continue to get the care they need.

The work that we did this fall is a good example of the unsung but important things we do every year to keep 
the island and mainland in good shape – the Dining Hall and north side of the kitchen building have new cedar 
shingles and trim, the Pump House has undergone much needed repair, all of our beautiful wooden boats have 
been made 100% shipshape for the 2020 season, the floors of two buildings have been scrubbed and painted, the 
graywater system has been pumped, more work has been done to keep the sides of the Camp Road from growing  
in too far, and many other projects have been completed to help us stay ahead. Our thanks to everyone who came  
to help!

As you probably know, Emily and I spent our last summer living on Pine Island this year. It was a great summer, 
and it became clearer and clearer as the season went on that our new leadership team is completely ready to 
shoulder the full weight of running Pine Island. Sumner Ford and Sarah Hunter have been gradually picking up the 
reins from Emily and me over the past few seasons, and this year we rounded out the team with Lindsay Clarke, a 
former Assistant Director who is taking Emily’s place as Summer Manager. Together, they are focused on finding 
great campers, hiring a skilled and caring group of counselors, communicating with parents, making sure that 
safety is our first consideration, and keeping the unique spirit of Pine Island present in every aspect of the camp. 

I hope you will join this dedicated team and make a generous gift to Pine Island’s Annual Fund. Your contribution 
supports our efforts to improve infrastructure and ensures that we can continue to provide the exceptional 
experience we’ve offered our campers for the past 117 years. It means a great deal to us and to Pine Island Camp. 
Soon Pine Island will settle in for a long, much deserved winter’s nap, but just as soon as the Camp Road is open  
we will be back at work preparing for another great summer. 

 

     Happy Holidays and Akka Lakka!

     Ben Swan


